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Most of us have no idea where weâ€™re going most of the time. Perfect. â€œCeltic Christians had a

name for the Holy Spiritâ€“An Geadh-Glas, or â€˜the Wild Goose.â€™ The name hints at mystery.

Much like a wild goose, the Spirit of God cannot be tracked or tamed. An element of danger, an air

of unpredictability surround Him. And while the name may sound a little sacrilegious, I cannot think

of a better description of what itâ€™s like to follow the Spirit through life. I think the Celtic Christians

were on to somethingâ€¦.Most of us will have no idea where we are going most of the time. And I

know that is unsettling. But circumstantial uncertainty also goes by another name: Adventure.â€•

--from the introduction
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I read quite a few books over the summer, ones that kept interrupting my reading of Mark

Batterson's Wild Goose Chase, which was pretty good, except it didn't say much that I hadn't read

in Erwin McManus's Unleashed or David Platt's Radical, or the one I read more recently, A. W.

Tozer's The Pursuit of God. I'd picked Batterson's from the list at Blogging for Books, where I get

free books in exchange for reviews, because I'd been interested in reading about the Holy Spirit,

except Wild Goose Chase is more about living a life of adventure following the lead of the Spirit,

whom the Celtic Christians, Batterson explains, referred to as "the Wild Goose." To learn more

about the Spirit, I'll have to read the next book on my reading list: Francis Chan's Forgotten

God.Since it took me awhile to work through Wild Goose Chase, not because it was long -- it wasn't,



it just wasn't a great read -- I had to go back and review my highlights and notes. Batterson does

have some inspiring things to say about our breaking free from the cages we lock ourselves in that

prevent us from chasing the Holy Spirit. He writes of the cages of responsibility, routine,

assumptions, guilt, failure, and fear. He encourages grabbing hold of vision for our marriages, our

families, our careers, our lives. God has much he wants to do through us and in us. Do our goals --

if we have any -- reflect a desire to follow after the Spirit, or are they selfish, bent toward our own

needs and desires? We have to be careful, those vision-oriented, goal-driven among us, because

we can easily miss God's taking us off our course to get us to move on his."The Wild Goose chase

begins when we come to terms with our greatest responsibility: pursuing the passions God has put

in our heart.
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